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K 7 Hereas there was in Act mide in thi i 4th. year of this King". 

Enciculed, An 9d fo2 the Erccting and Eſtabluhing a Poſt-Office 3 / 

| ' Wherein the Poſtage of L=TTERS for His Majeſties Do- 
minions 1s expreſt ; And alſo a Schedule of Rates for Foreign Lettexs : 

In which Act there is a Proviſo in the words following, | EE 
P2ovided always, That all Merchants Accompts, not cxceding one Sheet of 
Paper, and all Bills of Exchange , Javoices, (02 Bltis of Pazcels,) and Bills 
"of Lading, are, aid thall hereby be underſivsd to be ailowed without Rate in the 
P4tce of the Letters: And ffkewiſe the Covers of Lettcrs, {not exceding the 
fourth part of a ſheet of Paper,) ſent to Matiliclles, Venice 82 Legorn, to be ſent 


þ.<—o Turky, ſhall be unverſtood to paſs withour Rare, o2 Payment fo2 the 
ane. 
The ſaid Clauſe or Proviſo (as is humbly conceived,) onght to be 
apply'd to the Body of the Ac Tt, and nor reftraind, (as the PR-maſter 
doth,) to Foreign Letters only , excluding His Majefties Subje&ts, and 
che Trade of the Three Kingdoms from the juſt Right and Claim, or 
Benefit thereof, by Extorting Rates for every ſuch Account, Bill of Ex- 
change, Invoice, | or Bill of Parcels, or Patterns of leſs bulk or weight; } 
or Bill of Lading, or Cover of a Letter, as for a Double Letter ; So 
that in that*circumſtance, a Letter may go cheaper to Conſtantinople, than 
co Briftol, or Place of that Diſtance, contrary ro the expreſs Words and 
Meaning, the literal Senſe or Reaſon of the ſaid Clauſe : And for thar 
it cannot be imagined the PARLIAMENT ſhould either ſo far forger 
themſelves, or the Countrey for which they ſerved, or the neceſfary and 
convenient Correſpondence, as well as the Trade of His Majefties Do- 
minions, as to put them upon worſe and harder tearms rharl Foreigners; 
or Foreign Trade, to the Prejudice of the Kingdom, taking more than 
the Law allows by above Twenty thouſand pownds per annum ; whilſt the 
Reveiue is ſaid ro produce to the Duke of Tork yearly above forty thouz 
ſand pounds more than it was valued art the time ic was granted. 
Complaints have been made hereof a long time, and the Poſt-maſter 
threatned with Inditments, but rhe charge of Proſecution was too great 
for any Privare Perſon to wreſtle with ſo great a Power , And ſome who 
were moſt concern'd, being allow'd to rax their own Letters, tro keep 
chem from joyning in the Proſecution, nothing was done therein, 'A 
Petition complaining of this Abuſe and Extortion, was Preſented in the 
lace long Parliament, and referred ro a Committee , wherein a Noble 
Lord had the Chair ; Burt they very ſeldom mer to effect a Redreſs ? 
And in the late Parhament the Complaint was again revived; bur bes 
fare any thing could be done, the Houſe was Dillolv'd. 
Te is now Humbly Prayed, that this Honourable Houſe will give their Judgement on that 
Proviſo, to the intent the Correſpondence and Trade in Genera!, may receive its juſt 
Benefit and Enconragement; And that the Votes and News-Books for the Jnjor=. 7 
mation of the Kingdom, may go ſree, as heretofore , with what ulſe this Honowfablt = 
Houſe ſhall think fit. J : Fu SR 
: ; 2 Inazch . 165 5 
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